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Tide: Peat Land Conservation and Peat Dust Abatement

Personnel: Alan B. Carlton and cooperatin~ research and extension staff

P~ndpalr~ul~o£year: Dust storm observations for three years were compiled.
Distribution of dust storms throughout the year was very, similar for each of the

_~three years~. Measures for controlling early spr.ing erosion should combat northerly
wind~ while measure.s for the, control of late _spring a~d early summer/erosion and

.!dust must deal w~t~" gen~rally westerly W~ds. D~ring ~he three yee~s, two-thirds
of~all the moderate, severe, and ve,ry severe dust storms occurred between May 15 and ¯

’

. Znter-row Planting was accomplished ~ ten cooperators on a tot~ of 1,856 acres
0£ asparagus. ’ Despite problems concerned with market and weather, i,i~i acres

~ :"were :~uccessful and another ~65 acres partially successful. In all successful
::"_inte~plantings, wind erosion and consequent dust were cut down greatly. Much was

ilea~ned about the proper management of inter-row planting. A variety-time of
~,i:. planting plot gave valuable informatio~ a~oub volunteer germination, growth h~adbits,

and potential fire hazard of several g~:ain vari,eties. Attempts to control wind
erosion damage to fresh green asparagus early in the year by means of inter-row
planting was inconclusive but showed s~me :romise and brought out some limitations.

A~ a~temp~ was made to overcome molybdenum toxicity to cattle grazing on organic

%~:. so~Ll pasture by copper fertilization. Three months after fertilization at high
i.:i~.at.e, the copper content of the forage was down to norm~l~

Fo~ Christmas tree varieties reached sufficient height for cutting. Three
varieties .were wholly u~satisfactory, the fourth, Monterey pine, only partially.

All four were Judged unsuitable as stock for Christmas tree planting in the
organic ,.Delta soils.

;,~:’"-:The first of a new series of subsidence measurements was begun on Rindge Tract.
The ~rpose is to follow the subsidence of individual crops or cropping systems.
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N. Pul~lications: - None         ~"~
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